
  
phoneme 

spelling  alternatives  in  key  words 

ee ea e -y e-e 
    

 
 

 

eel eat emu sunny
 
 
 
 

concrete 

 

/ee/ 

   between /i/ and /ee/  
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phoneme 

spelling  alternatives  in  key  words 

-ie igh i -y i-e
    

 
 

 

tie night behind shy bike

 

/igh/ 
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phoneme   spelling  alternatives  in  key  words 

j -ge ge    gi 
gy 

  
 
 

 

jug cabbage giraffe 

 

/j/ 

  gerbil                                                gymnast 
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phoneme 

spelling  alternatives  in  key  words 

ai -ay a -ae a-e 
    

 
 

 

aid tray table sundae cakes 

 

/ai/ 
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phoneme   spelling  alternatives  in  key  words 

air -are -ear -ere 
   

 
 

 

hair hare bear where

 

/air/ 
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phoneme   spelling  alternatives  in  key  words 

eer ear -ere -ier
   

 
 

 

deer ears adhere cashier

 

/eer/ 
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phoneme 

spelling  alternatives  in  key  words 

er ir ur ear wor
mermaid 

 
birthday 

 
 
 
 

nurse 
nurse 
nurse 
nurse 
nurse 

earth world 
tailor 
jailor 

advisor 
visor 

     

-er -our -re -ar -or
mixer 

 
humour theatre 

 
collar 
dollar 
molar 
solar 
polar 

sailor 
tailor 
jailor 

advisor 
visor 

 

/er/ 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

schwa 

/er/ 

   additional spelling alternatives with schwa effect 
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phoneme 

spelling  alternatives  in  key  words 

oa ow o -oe o-e 
    

 
 

 

oak bow yo-yo oboe rope

 

/oa/ 
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phoneme   spelling  alternatives  in  key  words 

oo -ue u-e
  

 
 

 

moon blue flute 

 

long 

/oo/ 
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phoneme 

spelling  alternatives  in  key  words 

s -ss -se -ce ce   ci 
cy

    
 
 

 

snake glass house palace city

 

/s/ 

    cents                       bicycle 
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sound   spelling  alternatives  in  key  words 

u -ue u-e
  

 
 

 

unicorn statue tube 

 

/yoo/ 
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